Alma Kalaju Webou

Born in 1928. Died in 2009, Pinkalakara in the Great Sandy Desert. Broome, Australia.

BIOGRAPHY

“I lost my mummy and sister here,” said Alma (Kalaju) Webou when speaking of Pinkalarta, her mother’s Country where she was
born and grew up in the Great Sandy Desert. These arid planes span from Australia’s north-western coastline into the heart of the
Northern Territory. A devastating seven-year drought in the 1970s exiled Webou’s people, the Yulparija, from this expanse and into
the beckoning hands of the Bidyadanga Community south of Broome, at this time managed by a Catholic mission as a catchment
zone for several displaced Aboriginal language and social groups. Webou returned to painting Pinkalarta time and time again, however,
she divulged very little about the history of her Country, even as a Yulparija senior law woman. Bidyadanga’s environment, in which
heterogeneous clan groups were integrated into one zone, precipitated elders to protect their cultural knowledge. But we can engage
with Webou’s dense lattices of dot work not as mere topographies depicting her Country but as insistent recollections of her cultural
memory, called up through landscape.
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