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Olly Fathers is an artist based in Brixton, London. His work explores the relationship between abstract shapes, geometry, materials, 
and three-dimensional forms - the result forming refined, often rather whimsical pieces that encourage contemplation. Upon further 
consideration, Fathers’ works reveal to the viewer the extensive degree to which his process involves meticulous balance and precision. 
Fathers’ attentiveness and detail-centric practice embodies the satisfaction obtained from the process of making, through a self-
referential action which at once hints at both the maker and the product of his endeavours. 

Fathers’ process-oriented approach draws on woodwork both as a skillset and for its material utilitarianism in Art and Design fields - 
the tradition of which has exerted an influence on his own process. Over the course of his career, Fathers’ use of wood in his practice 
has grown and he now creates pieces using a variety of types and species. His paintings began initially as a simplified reference to 
observations he made watching the flow of traffic in urban environments. Through the application of paint, he replicated the essence 
of a public interaction with space, buildings, pathways, roads, and the navigation of other urban channels. Fathers’ work has gradually 
become more refined, having meticulously developed his vision and self-taught marquetry techniques for well over a decade. Although 
his work has since adopted a cleaner, minimalist visual language compared to those of his earlier years, it maintains a resonance with 
the city landscape.

For JGM Gallery’s Tangram showcase, Fathers’ displayed works take inspiration from architecture and design, specifically early 
computer technologies and graphics. These pieces use intricately cut wood veneers which Fathers brings together using marquetry 
techniques. Exploring the visual language between simple forms and materials, Fathers manipulates independant shapes into a 
harmonious amalgam of forms, subsequently finding balance. He also makes works with paper, card, recycled cardboard, wood-effect 
vinyl, and other industrial materials. Many of these pieces he considers as studies for larger, future works, however, when lent the same 
gravitas as his paintings, defy their defintion as a preparatory stage. His work is collected and exhibited internationally and he also 
works on a commission basis.
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