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Tess Jaray

Born in 1937, Vienna, Austria; moved to UK in 1938.

BIOGRAPHY

Tess Jaray RA is a British painter and printmaker. Born in Vienna in 1937, Jaray grew up in rural Worcestershire, England, where her
parents emigrated in 1938 after the annexation of Austria by Nazi Germany made it unsafe for people of Jewish descent to live there.
She taught at The Slade School of Fine Art, UCL from 1968 until 1999. Over the last twenty years Jaray has completed a succession
of major public art projects. She was made an Honorary Fellow of RIBA (Royal Institute for British Architects) in 1995 and a Royal
Academician in 2010.

The impact of Renaissance architectural spaces Jaray encountered on her travels in Italy were formative for the development of

her distinctive technique. In these ceilings she saw how simple lines interacted to transform space, powerfully inducing emotional
responses. Writing on Jaray’s paintings of the 60s Jasia Reichardt said they could be called “ceiling geography” because they suggest
views of an interior seen from below... Her paintings suggest some underlying mystery through the suggestion of architectural
perspective.” Much of her career as a painter has been spent investigating the quality of effects geometry, pattern, repetition and colour
have on space.

The patterns she creates evoke spatial ambiguities and shifting structures which work on the viewer’s perceptions in subtle ways. Ac-

cording to the critic Terry Pitts, her work ‘sense(s) the way in which history of decoration and patterning is embedded with elemental
human experiences and impulses’. At this time of significant development, in 1964 Jaray began teaching. For four years she taught at
Hornsey College of Art, before becoming the first female teacher at the Slade in 1968. In 1999 Jaray became Reader Emeritus in Fine
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2019 Tess Jaray: East of the West, EXILE in association with Karsten Schubert, Vienna, Austria
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2018  Kaleidoscope: Colour and Sequence in 1960s British Art, Longside Gallery Yorkshire Sculpture Park; Nottingham Lakeside Arts,
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1990 The Abstract Print Show, Flowers East, London, United Kingdom
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1989 A Spiritual Dimension, Peterborough Arc Museum and Gallery, Peterborough, United Kingdom

1988 The Presence of Painting: Aspects of British Abstraction, Mappin Gallery, Shefhield, United Kingdom
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1982 80 Prints by Modern Masters, Angela Flowers Gallery, London, United Kingdom
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1981 Artists in Camden, Camden Arts Centre, London, United Kingdom

1979 6th British International Print Biennale, Bradford City Art Gallery, United Kingdom

1979 Painting Exhibition, Felicity Samuel Gallery, London, United Kingdom

1978  Hayward Annual, Hayward Gallery, London, United Kingdom

1977 Miniatures Exhibition, Coracle Press, London, United Kingdom
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1968 Junge Generation Grossbritannien, Die Akademie der Kunst, Berlin, Germany
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1966 London Under Forty, Galleria Milano, Milan, Italy; The Musée du Louvre, Paris, France; Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, The
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1964 Painting Towards Environment, Bear Lane Gallery, Oxford; Arts Council Gallery, Cambridge; Sussex University, Sussex and
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1962 Nine Painters from England: Ayres, Cohen, Coviello, Denny, House, Hoyland, Jaray, Turnbull, Vaux, Galleria Trastevere,
Rome, Italy
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