
Born in 1977, Gängan, Arnhem Land, Northern Territory, Australia.

Manini Gumana lives at her homeland, Gängan, and is a member of Buku-Larrngay Mulka Art Centre at Yirrkala, Arnhem 
Land. Her father was a highly regarded leader. She is the wife of Garwan Wanambi, an established artist at Yirrkala. Gumana   
developed a unique approach to bark painting that epitomises the innovative approach to art among the younger generation of her fellow 
Yirrkala’s artists. 

She began to innovate from 2012 onwards, being the first artist to apply the template or skeleton of the composition using just a marwat 
(a brush made from human hair attached to a short twig). Normally this was done with an ordinary brush and then marwat used to fill 
in a cross hatched design. She was also the first artist to use no earth pigments in the ground of the painting and she initiated the practice 
of applying the paint of the design to bare bark or wood. 
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2017 Sacred Marks, JGM Gallery, London, United Kingdom
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2014 Marshall Arts, Adelaide, Australia
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2018 This Place Holds the Key, JGM Gallery, London, United Kingdom
2018 The Australian Landscape, Biennale of Australian Art, Ballarat, Australia
2018 Counter Forces: Fire and Water Peggy and Jan Griffiths, The Cross Art Projects, Sydney, Australia
2018 The Art of Healing, Australian Indigenous Bush Medicine, Medical History Museum, University of Melbourne, Australia
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2014 Belle Arti Prize, Chapman and Bailey Melbourne, Australia
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2013 Traversing Borders; art from the Kimberley, Queensland University of Technology Art Museum, Brisbane, Australia
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2013 Our Living Land, An Exhibition of Leading Artists from the East Kimberley, OFOTO ANART Gallery, Shanghai, China
2013 Our Living Land, An Exhibition of Leading Artists from the East Kimberley, Salvo Hotel, Shanghai China
2013 The 2013 Sulman Prize, Art Gallery of NSW, Australia
2012 Sharing Difference on Common Ground, Bunbury Regional Art Galleries, Bunbury, Australia
2012 Sharing Difference on Common Ground, The Cannery Arts Centre, Esperence, Australia
2012 Sharing Difference on Common Ground, Geraldton Regional Art Gallery, Geraldton, Australia
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